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Synopsis

Nominated for the Edgar, Macavity, and Gumshoe Awards! Winner of the Shamus, Barry, and
Anthony Awards! Still reeling from his wife’s recent miscarriage, Moe Prager is bullied into taking the
case of an up-and-coming politico whose career has stalled over the suspicious disappearance of a
young woman.It's been almost two years since Moira Heaton, State Senator Steven Brightman’s
intern, vanished on Thanksgiving Eve 1981. In spite of Brightman’s best efforts to clear his name,
he has been tried and convicted in the press. As a reluctant Moe peels away the layers of the case,
he discovers the tragic circumstances of Moira Heaton’s disappearance are buried deep in the past
and that there is another more heinous crime at the heart of it all. Will the ugly truth set Brightman

free or will it bury all the players beneath the crumbling artiface of corruption, murder, and hate?
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Customer Reviews

When he is cornered at an employee’s wedding in 1983 New York, the last thing wine shop owner
and private investigator Moe Prager is to work for a politician. A former cop who was forced on
disability by a piece of carbon paper on a waxed floor, Moe has had enough of being manipulated
and holds a secret that could destroy his marriage. However, a carrot and stick approach by the
bride’s father forces Moe into working for State Senator Steven Brightman and investigating the
disappearance of his female intern in Reed Farrel Coleman’s The James Deans (Plume)..Moe soon
makes headway into the case, but after coming to a conclusion that leaves everyone satisfied
niggling doubts begin to force Moe into looking a little closer at a case that has been tidily resolved.

Now, Moe must decide whether to open a can of worms that would leave the powerful and his own



friends particularly unhappy with his actions. From the Senator down to the neighborhood bar
owner, all are invested in the nicely wrapped package Moe has presented to the city. To continue
investigating means that Moe risks sacrificing his career, his family, and his friends.Moe Prager is a
wonderfully down-to-earth detective who, although bored with his mundane life, would rather avoid a
fight than wield his muscle. His love for his family makes him engagingly human, especially when he
knows that a secret he shares with his father-in-law will one day explode and shatter his marriage
(Walking the Perfect Square, 2001). Not overly bright but always quick with a quip yet never
annoyingly so, it’s his ethics and sense of honor that make Moe shine.
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